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The Barn. . .

Our barn is a great big, rough old thing, entirely unsuited for a eour
house for a proud or a self-respecting people, but it is a substantia
structure, and should be sold and allowed to stand.

That part of the barn that projects out into the public square sboulc
be cut off.

The new Court House should be built on a larger and a more suit
able lot.

Tbe Gary lot is an elegant place for a Court house and its locatloi
could not be better chosen.

Hodges depot, it is true, puts her calaboose in the moet conspicuoui
place in that town. We mean no sort of reflection on that town. It
placing its calaboose in tbe most conspicuous and tbe most convenien
place for lodgers, it only followed the custom of other little places ii
making an exhibit of their public buildings. In towns such as Abbevilli
was a hundred yeare ago, tbey all did as Hodgea now doqs in the - matte:
of the calaboose. Abbeville, when it was a rural village, bad nothing
else, and of course it natuially crowded its court house into the pub)i<
square, but now we know of no modern city that puts its Court houa
on tbe public square.

Even sleepy old cities like Charleston and Augusta place their Coar
houses on side streets, so that a stranger coming to town must inquin
for tbe Court bouse.

Nobody should id this day or progress ana civilization any mon

make an exhibit of a Court house than it would erect a scaffold and kee]
it standing as ah admonition for evil doers. This, for tvgo reasons:

First..To keep a scaffold always before our eyes would to, displeasing
to the finer sensibilities of the citizen and to make an exhibit of a Cour
house is a certificate of the smallness of the city.

Second..Because there is no need for a scaffold for white men. W<
can just take criminals to a back lot, out of sight, and do them up.

In like manner, we need not thrust our Court house in the si^ht o:

everybody, every day in the year. We are no longer a back number, anc

we do not want to build a court house where the next ge^er^tion wil
criticise our lack of progress.

Even a little town like Anderson, feels like writing unplffpanl
epitaphs to the good men who put a very nice ;little court hous<
in the wrong place. They simply followed in the footsteps of tbeii
grandfathers who placed a roqk in one end of a corn sack when grail
was sent to mill on horse back.

This editor has Been three Court houses:
The First..Was a rickety old wooden building, hardly lit for i

horse stable.
The Second..A right good little shack. It was built so clos*, tc

other buildings that it was burnt down by adjoining buildings.
The Third..The old tobacco bt^n, qfas built with the robbi|h of ttu

burnt building and 89,000 new brick. With the bats and bricki
from the old building and 89,000 new brick, the famous old tobscx) bare
was constructed. The builder of the brick work was Jeptha Wilson oi

Anderson.
After putting in all the suitable rubbish from the old walls

and including the openings.40.Wilson was paid for laying 865,75(
brick. Counting off 180 feet in width and ten feet high for openings, th<
actual number of brick in the building, Including the bats, is 3.28,750
Itemised, the cost of some part of the work of constructing the Couri
house was:

Laying brick - 11,459
100,000 feet of lumber -1,011
McMillan for 89,800 brick 898
Plastering .878

. » * »A4/t
JLawson ior un rooi >rt*

TeariDg down old walls and cleaning brick 300

We bave no means of ascertaining the cost of either the plauk win
dow shutters or the elegant benches that are good enough for a park, bu
we suppose the shutters must have oost something like $35, while th<
beautifully constructed benches must have cost at least 90 or 95 cent
apiece.

The contract for building the structure was bid off in 1872 bj Johi
W. S'gn, Thos. C. Seal and J. William Robertson, under the firm nam1

of Seal, Sign & Robertson and John Enrightand D. 9. Smith as En
» r~>.'*1- » » V. . I .- *. V, I . tl.

ngni a smilll. ^utr wur* wna uuuiuieuucu ut auyu* iv» ungiu, tuu

right & Smith sold their interest in the contract to Seal, Sign & Robert
gon for $500.

The exl ras run up the cost of the Court bouse to $18,665, the extra
beiug:

Pigeon holes in the different offices, estimated $1,600
Change of cornice around the building from wood

to brick ~ 400

From the above figures we estimate that the contractors made some

thing like $10,000 profit.
Their bid being the lowest at $10,666, with the privilege of using th<

old foundations and all the available stuff from the burnt building tha
could be used in the new building. The broken brick were put in thi
centre of the walls, the new brick were put on the outside, and the sof
brick were used in making the partition walls in the lower story. Th<
walls of the lower story are twenty inobee thick.or two and a hal
brick. The upper story is 17 inches.or two brick thick. The first storj
was to be 12 feet in the clear, and upper Btory 18 feet in the clear; bu
when work was commenced it was seen that the foundation was too lov
for tbe extended part, and bo it was agreed to raiee the foundation oni

foot, keeping the lower story 12 feet in tbe clear, but reduQing the toj
story one foot in tbe clear to 17 feet. Tbe roduotion in the upper storj
to make even tbe cost of raising the foundation.

Tbe act of tbe Legislature authorizes the use of tbe material in th<
uew building. To use old broken bricks twice may not be advisable.

Tbe Legislature, as we understand, authorizes tbe renting of suitablt
rooms for tbe occupying of the different county officers during tbe build
ing of the court house.

Thin, we think, is not the part of wisdom.
In the first place, there are few or no suitable places that could b

rented.
In tbe next place, it would cost perhaps a thousand dollars to mov

toe furniture, papers ana oeionginga. roe iurnuure is out 01 uaie.

In the third place, it would be a miracle if the valuable papers am

books now in the court house could be moved without the loss of some c

them.
In the fourth place, the lot on which the court house now stands 1

not suited for either a modern buildiDg or a live town. Our gran
daddies had grand daddy ideas.

Matters for Consideration,
With all due and proper respect for the wisdom and the sagacity (

tbose wno may nave cnarge or tne wore or ounamg a <joun nouee i

which we may not be ashamed, we would suggest an idea or two fc
their consideration.

First..Abandon all idea of building the new court houiie on

cramped or hedged in place where the old Court bouse now stands.
Second..Without discounting the wisdom of our grandfathers, let

large and suitable lot be selected away from the square.
Third..Keep the old Court house just as it is, uutil the new Coui

house is ready for occupancy.
Fourth,.Either dow or later on, as may seem best to the builder

advertise the old court bouse and lot for sale to the highest bidder, an

use tbe money in buying a better lot and in building the new house.
Fifth..Make the sale conditioned so that the buyer may not claii

I to be put in possession until such time as the county is ready to vacate.
Sixth..For this reservation concension could be made to the buyer i

1'extending the time for his removal of the projectiug thirty feet from th

j.' public square.
Seventh..By putting the old building and lot up to the highei

! bidder a full and fair price would be assured. And the amount t

realized would a^Bist in the newer and the better structure.
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